
Primary 2

Curriculum Evening



‘Make me glad 
to have known 
and met you’

OUR SHARED VISION

• To create a learning environment 
where we celebrate the 
achievements of every child and 
encourage all to reach their full 
potential.

• To live out the Gospel values and 
foster a community inspired by our 
Catholic faith.





Child Protection Information 

Mrs McFadden 
Designated Teacher

Marie Claire McKillop - Governor for Child Protection 
 
Brendan Carey -  Chair of Governors 

Mrs Cowan
Deputy Designated Teacher

Mr McCann
Deputy Designated Teacher



Child-Friendly Child Protection Poster 



School Website 

• https://stpatricksrasharkin.com/

https://stpatricksrasharkin.com/


Audit

• Parents 
• Pupils 
• Staff 
• PTA 
• Governors 
• School Council 



Key Findings from Monitoring and 
Evaluating
• Curriculum Planning is good 

• Lesson observations – all lessons were of a high standard

• Lessons demonstrated that we know the importance of practical and 
connected learning 

• Children’s work is well presented 

• It is clear that children make good progress in Literacy and Numeracy

• Scores show children performing above the national average in 
Literacy and Numeracy  



• Children are happy in school. (children and parents)

• Parents are positive about our pastoral care and the progress that 
their children are making 

• Parents want to know how they can help more (curriculum evening)

• Parents want to be kept up to date with how their child performs 
throughout the year (spelling books/reading records/numeracy tests 
on Friday) – Curriculum evening 

• After school clubs 

• Toast 



Moving Forward

Connected 
Learning 

ICT

Literacy

Maths

WAU

Preventative 
Curriculum

Evaluations 
and Planning 



Morning Routine:

Class begins.

When a child is late, it makes them anxious / harder to settle.

Morning club begins - £1 per child. 

8:15am

8:30am

8:45am

9:00am

Children arrive from the bus.

Supervision begins for all children. 
Please ensure children have a coat.



The School Day in Primary 2

Prayers and Registration / 
Dinner numbers

 9:00 am

Morning lesson 
(Literacy) 
9:15am

Breaktime 
followed by snack in class 

10:30am 

Mid-session lesson 
(Numeracy) 

Lunch  12 noon
(prayers before and after)

Afternoon lesson 1
(e.g. Religion, WAU, The Arts, 

PDMU, PE, Play-Based Learning) 
12:40pm

Pack up and final prayer
2:00 pm 

Afternoon lesson 2
(e.g. Religion, WAU, The Arts, 

PDMU, PE, Play-Based Learning) 
1:15pm

Monday
(Mrs McFadden)

Tuesday
(Mrs McFadden)

Wednesday
(Mrs McKeague)

Thursday
(Mrs McFadden)

Friday
(Mrs McFadden)



Our Classroom Promises:



Communication:
• Hhh

• Seesaw –  - messages specific to P2 (classroom activities / information about             
homework). Parents are unable to contact school via Seesaw.

• Queries / reporting periods of absence - contact school office 
or send a note with your child. 

• Ensure your child hands notes (or money) directly to Teacher / Louise - 32 folders this 
year! A good tip is to Sellotape it to the outside of their Homework Folder.

• Louise should NOT be contacted directly / out of school hours for queries related to 
school. All queries must be directly made the school office or a note to the teacher.



• Label ALL. Often lost: 

• No

• Hjff

• Keep at home for Homework:

• Toys / teddies / items from home:
     May sometimes be required on an individual basis to facilitate transition from home to school.
     Causes a distraction and distress if they are misplaced. 
     Best to keep special, personal items at home. 
     Range of sensory toys in class and a calming area, as well as our state-of-the art Sensory Room.

• P.E. on Tuesdays with Healthy Kidz – wear trainers! P2 do NOT change for P.E. 
    Other sessions of P.E. cover agility, dance, games and athletics.



• Shoelaces -  tie laces tightly in the morning. Velcro is best at this age.

• Coats and jumpers – we promote independence. Teach child how to put on their own 
    coat / jumper (especially if sleeves turn inside out).

• Glasses – now that children know their letter names, it is a great time to get eyes tested. 
    Many children do need glasses when they reach P2. 



   These are our Pupil Entrances. 

 

 If a child is late, they must enter via the School Office. 

For Child Protection purposes, parents / guardians are NOT permitted to enter 
      the school other than via the School Office where Shauna will assist you. 



1 page only per night:

✓Literacy

✓Numeracy

✓Reading – prepared in class, must be practised again at home. 

✓Tricky Word Book / Word Flashcards – very important to practise these night.

➢Return folders DAILY.

➢Folders stay at school on Friday.

➢Spellings and Sentences - later in the year. ‘Friday Check-up’ rather than ‘test’ (reduce anxiety).

*Children who are sick are never expected to do homework. 
*We do not send extra work / books home if the child is sick 

or away on holidays.



Overview of Literacy and 
Numeracy across the year.



Primary 2 Topics Covered: 

Term 2a 
Winter & 

China

Term 2b 
Spring & 
Growth

Term 3 
Summer & 

Water

Term 1a 
Autumn & 
Harvest

Term 1b 
Night & Day / 
Special Times



How is reading taught?
Then:
ONE approach 
(memorisation of whole 
words)

Now:
Variety of approaches – phonics, keywords, games, multi-sensory teaching, Modelled 
Reading, Shared Reading, Guided Reading…

Phonemes (sounds): Recognise each letter by sight, sound and Jolly Phonics action.

C      Cow                      Cake

But what about…         Circle

                                       Circus



Blending Sounds:
• The children apply their blending (put sounds together to say the word) and segmenting (break a word 

down into its individual sounds for spelling) skills.
• Remember the letter/s for each sound. Use correct pencil grip to form the letters. 
• Some sounds are made using 2 or 3 letters.                                   e.g. g-oa-t    m-i-lk



Tricky Words / Keywords: 
Cannot be sounded out. Children NEED to recognise them. Practise through reading flashcards, playing games, 
practising for homework, recognising in books which repeat the words…             
                                                                                     

• I    here

• the    no

• my    me

• to    be

• go    we

• come   said

• was    like



Beginner Readers Need To Have…
✓Adequate spoken vocabulary.

✓Ability to interpret pictures.

✓Confidence in handling books.

✓Ability to distinguish between letters, words and spaces.

✓Left to right eye movement, top to bottom directionality.

✓Ability to make use of contextual cues (hints within a text that help readers 

    understand the meaning of unfamiliar words).

✓Ability to re-tell a story in sequence.

✓Visual recall of words.

✓Ability to understand punctuation.



How is Maths taught?
CONCRETE 
Children are introduced to a new mathematical concept through the 
use of concrete resources (e.g. small toys, counters, Numicon, 
Cuisenaire rods etc). At home, your could use straws, pasta pieces, toy 
cars etc. The abstract nature of maths can be confusing for children, but 
through the use of concrete materials they are able to ‘see’ and make 
sense of what is actually happening.

PICTORIAL
When they are comfortable solving problems with physical aids, they 
are given problems with pictures – usually pictorial representations of 
the concrete objects they were using.

ABSTRACT
Then they are asked to solve problems where they only have 
the abstract i.e. numbers or other symbols. Building these steps across 
a lesson can help pupils better understand the relationship between 
numbers and the real world and therefore helps secure their 
understanding of the mathematical concept they are learning.



Doing Maths in Your Head…
• Every day we do Mental Maths (solving mathematical problems in your head). This includes quick addition and subtraction of 

single-digit numbers, recalling number facts from memory, estimation and spotting number patterns. 

• Children play mental maths games to build fluency and confidence in a fun way.

• In daily life, mental maths skills are used for practical tasks like counting objects, sharing items equally, and adding up prices in a 

shop.

• Help your child to work out answers in their head by asking questions, such as:

         

* Remember to ask your child to explain how they worked out their answer.*

Conor wants to buy a book. It costs £4. He only has £2. How much more does 

he need?

   “2 plus how much makes 4?”

A clock shows 9.00. What is the time one hour later / earlier?

   “After means count ON, before means count BACK.”

One pizza costs £3. How much would three cost?

   “3 + 3 + 3”

There are 8 trees in a garden, 2 trees are cut down. How many are left?

    “There will be less than 8 trees, so take away.”



Helping at home with 
Literacy and Numeracy?

Help your child to:
1. Write their name.
2. Form letters correctly.
3. Form numbers correctly.
4. Write from LEFT to RIGHT.

• Listen to your child read.
• Encourage your child to 

write for a reason e.g. 
write letters, greetings 
cards, short stories…







Book Recommendations:
• Local library - choose range of books e.g. child can ‘have a go’/ bedtime reading 

modelled by parent.

• Phonically decodable books (child can apply phonics to read unknown words).

• Discount shops such as The Works and Home Bargains often sell workbooks for extra 
practice at home. Most are UK-made. P2 in England is called Year 1 (P1 is Reception). 

• Trusted brands include Ladybird, Letts and Collins.

• Julia Donaldson books - great for teaching rhyme and memory. Children will soon match 
the ‘aural’ to the written word.



Useful Websites / Apps to support Learning:
• www.topmarks.co.uk/  

• www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary#ni 

• https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

• www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html 

• www.ceopeducation.co.uk/4_7/ 

• www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex  

• www.letters-and-sounds.com  

• www.ictgames.com/literacy   

• YouTube: Jolly Phonics Letter Sounds - video clips to show you the accurate pronunciation of the 
phonemes.

*In-app purchases but free trials often available:

• www.nessy.com/en-gb 

• www.readingeggs.co.uk 

• www.mathseeds.co.uk 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary#ni
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html
http://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/4_7/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy
http://www.nessy.com/en-gb
http://www.readingeggs.co.uk/
http://www.mathseeds.co.uk/


We are looking forward to a happy and successful year 

and we thank you in advance for your support.
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