
 

 St.Patrick's Primary School Sway 
Newsletter 
Dear Parents, 

Welcome to our weekly Sway newsletter. 

Thanks to Cillian Quinn and Robert O Mullan who helped produce this week's newsletter. 

Please find important dates and events below. We will try to give as much notice and 

information as possible, however there may be times when dates many change, beyond our 

control. 

 

• Thursday 2nd April: school will finish at 11:30am for Easter holidays. This will be a non-

uniform day. We ask if everyone could donate £1 for Trocaire. There will be no buses. 

• Monday 8th March: P7 (Mrs McCloskey's class) swimming. 9am sharp. 

• Tuesday 9th March: P6 After School Games club. 3-4pm. 

• Tuesday 9th March: Healthy Kidz lessons. P4-P7 please bring PE gear. 

• Tuesday 9th March: P7 boys After School football. See message below for the link. 

• Thursday 12th March: P4 Assembly at 1:15pm in the school hall. 

• Friday 13th March: Gerard Mc Nulty will commence training in school for P5-P7. Children 

in the classes involved please bring PE gear. 

• Monday 16th March: Staff Development Day- no children in school. 



• Tuesday 17th March: School holiday- no children in school. 

• Wednesday 18th March: Staff Development Day- no children in school. 

• Primary 5 interviews will take place on Thursday 19th and Friday 20th March. ONLY the 

P5 class will go home at 2pm on these days. Interview times have been sent out. 

• Monday 23rd March - Friday 27th March: Big Walk and Wheel Week in School. More 

details to follow. 

• Thursday 26th March: Ditch the Stabilisers for P1. Places are limited. Information has 

already been sent home. 

• Thursday 26th March: P2 Assembly at 1:15pm. 

• Thursday 2nd April: school will finish at 11:30am for Easter holidays. This will be a non-

uniform day. We ask if everyone could donate £1 for Trocaire. There will be no buses. 

 

Sacraments: More information will follow closer to the time. 

• First Holy Communion: P4 Saturday 16th May at 11am 

• Confirmation: P7 Friday 24th April at 11am 

• Woodhall Residential: Both P7 classes Monday 27th April- 29th April 2026 

Hopefully you find our weekly Sway newsletter useful. We aim to give you a snapshot of life in 

St. Patrick's, while also providing  relevant dates and information. If you have any queries please 

telephone the school office and we will try to help. 

Please find the link below for our new school website. Copy the address and paste into your 

searchbar. 

In downloads you can find our recent Curriculum Information Evenings presentations as well as 

our school policies.  

 

https://stpatricksrasharkin.com/ 

IMPORTANT 

Please find a copy of the dinner menu. 

https://www.stpatricksrasharkin.com/


 

Congratulations to the Primary Three class who received the Sacrament of Penance on Thursday 

afternoon in the Church. Many thanks to Mrs O'Ceannubhain who prepared the children  for 

this important event and also to Father Mc Williams. 

  On Friday morning the class enjoyed a big breakfast to celebrate. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Well done to the school choir who participated in the PeaceProms concert in Belfast at the 

weekend. Everyone had a wonderful experience and many thanks to the staff members who 

accompanied the children. Also an extra thank you to Miss Mc Gowan who has been busy 

preparing the choir since Term 1. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Ditch the Stabilisers Day will be held in school on Thursday 26th March for P1. Places are limited. 

Information has already been distributed. 

Walk and Wheel to School Week will run from Monday 23rd March to Friday 27th March. We 

plan to meet in Fullan's carpark as usual at 8:30am to walk up together. We would love as many 

parents and other adults as possible to join us! 



 

Well done to the Primary 7 boys who represented our school at the half time games at the 

Antrim V Wicklow game last Saturday. 

 

Thank you so much to Paul and Julie Esler, Grace’s parents, who so kindly gave up their Tuesday 

morning this week to visit P2. Paul, Chef and owner of Restaurant Sorrento in the Fairhill 

Shopping Centre, made the children chicken curry and rice which they enjoyed with prawn 

crackers. The Eslers also kindly brought in drinks for everyone. P2 have been learning all about 

China as their current topic. Tuesday was the last day of Chinese New Year and this was a lovely 

way to celebrate. Thank you so much Paul, Julie and Grace! 



 

 



 



 

 



 

Primary 1 have also been busy enjoying their reading time and exploring outside around the 

school grounds in Spring. 

 



 

 



 

Congratulations to all the winners of the Internet Safety Poster competition. 

 

On Thursday we celebrated World Book Day. All the classes took part in lots of fun activities and 

tasks to promote reading. The love of reading and Literacy has been alive in our school all week! 



 

1 - n 

 

2 - P6 reading with P2. 



 

3 - Reading together. 



 

4 - Book Buddies 



 

5 - Book partners 

 



 

6 - Creating book covers with Just2Easy. 

 

7 - Creating book covers. 



 

8 - Live Lessons with Just2Easy. 

 

 



 

This week we started an After School Games club for P6. The pupils played popular board games 

without an electronic device in sight! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this time; some pupils even 

wanted to stay!  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

On Thursday we welcomed Roisin who works for Trocaire into school. Roisin spoke about the 

Trocaire Lenten appeal this year, helping many people in Africa.  

Primary 7s will commence their Trocaire Thursdays on Thursday 12th March, where all pupils 

will have the opportunity to come to the hall to buy treats, enter raffles and take part in games. 

We hope to raise lots of money for Trocaire. All games range in price from 30p to £1. Again we 

thank you the parents for contributing generously. 

 



 

 

After School Football for P7 boys will start on Tuesday 10th March. Children must be collected 

at 4pm. The cost is £20 for 5 weeks. Please click on the link to book directly with  from Healthy 

Kidz.  

https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/healthy-kidz-st-patricks-ps-rasharkin-term-2-b2-

2026-ballymena-b13e4c10-e38a-4e4d-95bc-065912f3346f 

Congratulations to the pupils from P1-P7 who received Pupil of the day this week. Well done 

everyone! 

 

https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/healthy-kidz-st-patricks-ps-rasharkin-term-2-b2-2026-ballymena-b13e4c10-e38a-4e4d-95bc-065912f3346f
https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/healthy-kidz-st-patricks-ps-rasharkin-term-2-b2-2026-ballymena-b13e4c10-e38a-4e4d-95bc-065912f3346f


In the weeks ahead the classes will be taking part and organising various events for Trocaire. We 

would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your generosity when contributing to school 

events and functions.  

 

Congratulations to Cian Doherty who won a signed Antrim jersey at the game at the weekend . 

 

This week the Nursery class have been busy learning about people who help us. They had a 

special visit to the fire station in Ballymena and the dentist came in to school to tell them all 

about her work. 



 

 

 

St.Mary's GAC 

Training for the following teams continues in Dunloy Indoor Academy on Saturdays. 

P1/2 - Football and Hurling - 2-3pm 

P3/4 Hurling 1-2pm 



P5/6 Hurling 3-4pm 

 

Well done to the P7 canteen monitors, who continue to help and assist the preparation of the 

canteen at lunch time. They all display great teamwork and initiative!  

 

Please remember the importance of being to school on time each morning.  All classes from P1-

P7 begin their learning at 9am. Any late arrivals must be recorded as late on the school 

attendance.  

Also where possible, please try to schedule appointments after school for children. Again, 

leaving school early reduces learning and must be recorded on the pupil attendance. 
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